RXHERARAT
CHENG WEN PUBLISHING CO. » Ltc

484k http://www.chengwen.com.tw E-mail: book@chengwen.com.tw

A complete new collection
‘%‘ i~ ﬁ X E: o~ (A5 B &)
Qing Dai Zhujuan Jicheng

(4 Collecdtion of Data on Qing Dyasty Official
Examinations), 1706-1910, 1%. Edition

Compiled by Gu Tinglong and Shanghai Library Editors
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Materials vital for research on:

Biographical data for more than 8,000 government officials
Genealogical records for more than 8,000 families

Literature: the eight-legged essays as a zenith of artist writing
History of examination system, education and development

Zhujuan “T§+4” were the vermilion copies of examinations submitted by
successful candidates for civil and military degrees. This collection brings
together more than 8000 persons who served as major civil and military officials
in Qing Dynasty from 1706-1910 in one printed source for the individual
examination papers now housed in the special Zhujuan collection of the Shanghai
Library collection.

The individual Zhujuan contained three types of materials in the following order:

1) Personal Data (Luli JfEJf%): The data included name, pseudonyms,
family position, date and place of birth, list of writings, career summaries,
degrees passed, offices held, hereditary rank, tutors and teachers and their
respective ranks and offices held, and genealogical records. The genealogical
records are particularly rich, because they span from three to ten or even more
generations and include the family trees of the immediate families as well as
those of the mothers and wives. This fullness of genealogical information is in
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sharp contrast with the standard lists of examinees (Dengkelu 5%}§%, Xiangshilu
#05\$%. Huishilu @&5{5% And Tongnian Chilu [E/fFEE5$% ). which gives only
the type of exam and names of successful candidates.

2) Examination Analysis: This includes the types of exam taken, the
subject matter, degrees received, name and rank of chief examiner, and
remarks. The examinations were divided into three major types: xsiangshijuan

#5d 5, Huishijuan 55 and Gongjuan E&:..

3) Exam papers with the remarks of the examiners: The examinations were the
candidates treatment of a variety of subjects in the famous eight-legged essays
format. These eight-legged essays required that the writer master a style of
writing that has been maligned by many because it placed writing in a strait
jacket and required answers that conformed to the philosophy in vogue at a
particular time.

The materials in this collection are organized according to the types of
examinations. Under each exam type, the individuals papers are ordered
chronologically. An index to the names of the successful candidates has been
added to the work.

Invaluable Research Materials !

This data provides a wealth of research possibilities on the Qing Dynasty.
Information is available on the following general topics:

Biographical Literature:

the sheer magnitude of the collections brings into the research arena many
new names of important officials of the period whose background materials do
not appear in sources now available for research. The depth of information also
provides new insight into the biographies of men heretofore restricted to a few
standard details.

Examinations System History:

the depth of coverage of the actual examinations allows an inquiry heretofore
not possible. Not only the subjects are revealed, shifts and new directions as well
as periods of stagnation can be clearly seen.

Educational History and Development: the topics covered and the answers
expected will indicate what was considered standard at different periods of time.

Genealogy: such a degree of coverage cannot be found in any available materials
on genealogy.

Eight-legged Essay:the development and sophistication of this basic literature of
the era can be probed




Population Studies: since the population estimates were based on family and clan
sizes, thesa materials with their extended genealogical coverage provide new
materials for arriving at more accurate figures for use in the compilations.
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